It’s All in the Details: Connecting Your Supports to Your Topics

Prof. Joe Bisz
English 095

This beginning student brainstormed three good reasons for her topic sentences, then came up with several strong supporting details, but since organization is not her strength, she’s having trouble deciding which of her topic sentences those details should go with. Can you help her, oh skilled writer of many ACTs?

Directions: 

Write down “1st Body,” “2nd Body”, or “3rd Body,” next to each supporting detail. After you think you know the answer, you MUST compare your answers with a  buddy. Together, you must decide on what the right answer; this means you must BOTH agree and write down the same way of doing it. Finally, you should place the body paragraph in its right order (using a “Tree Map”.)

Tips: Each topic sentence will get 2 or 3 supporting details assigned to it. The proposal the student picked was “adding more computers to the computer lab.”

Topic Sentences:




Mixed-up Supporting Details (random order):

More computers would allow students the luxury of experimenting at their leisure, without preventing another student from doing assignments. 

During the course of almost every class, a student will most likely have to use a computer to type a paper, make a graph, or perform research on the web. 

All this is sort of informal training in the use of computers. 

Many students have complained about insufficient hard disk space, RAM sizes, or slow CPU's. 

Computers are not just for word processing and internet browsing; the new software used in many classes needs more powerful computers.

Additional computers in the computer lab would benefit the students' lives greatly because those who do not have access to the internet or computers would be able to use them at labs without waiting or being frustrated by old technology.

They have fun chatting, emailing, surfing the web, and while they do all these things, they learn about the computers themselves. 
(1ST Body) First, to be an academic and do well in classes is the true reason students attend this university and use the computer lab.





(2ND Body) Students not only use computers for academic purposes, but also for 


recreation and personal reasons. 








(3RD Body) The technology on campus would be improved by adding new computers that 


would have faster computation speed and larger storage capacity for the latest software.














